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surplus funds should enable them to make an appropriation of
onc hundred and twenty pounds to each. A revenae for the
support of education was soon after raised, by imposing duties
on certain articles imported and exported from the Province by
non-residents, and on slaves and servants imported. ‘This
school was alse authorised to receive legacies and donations
from individuals; and accordingly we find a munificent bequest,
to carry out the design and principles of this insiitution. made
by Thomas Smithson, a.gentleman of Talbo. County, astriking
coincidence of the name with that of the munificent donor of the
Smithsonian legacy to the District of Columbia. - |

Inpatient of the tardy operations of this dustitution, (for the

vecord dues not inform us of any school established by it,) the
Legislature passed an act in 1723, directing all moneys accru-
ing (rom the beforementioned sources of revenue, and all mo-
neys in the hands of the ‘Treasurer {or such purpose, to be divi-
ded intlo twelve equal parts, according to the number of counties
then in the State, and to be distributed equally among them for
the purpose of cstablishing a free schaol in each; and by the
same act Trustees and Visitors were appointed for each school
so to be established, with a provision very similar, as it re-
spects poor children, to that contained in the act of 1823, chap.
141. 5 .
How thase institutions wcre supported when the revenue
ceased, by the adoption of the Federal Counstitution, and until
1799, we are uninformed. In this year there were appropria-
‘tions made to several academies, of $800 annually. A like
sum, with but two exceptions, has been since granted to every
county, from the general revenue of the State. The Committee
would here beg leave to remark, that they have with regret
found themselves compelled to report un{avorably upon several
petitions for donations to academies, in conscquence of the re-
stricted means ol the treasury, and a due regard to the existing
equality of donations to the several counties, but in no instance
have they discharged this duty move reluctantly than in case
of the petition of the EIk Ridge Landing Lyceum, an institutien
which, for its zeal, enterprize and usefilness in the promotion
of the cause of literature in its vicinity, appears. deserving of
the highest encomium. .

Convinced of the atter inadequacy «f this system of educa-
tion, to supply the wants of the people at large, in 1813, with a
view to expand and diffuse its benefits more generally, the Le-
gislature created and set apart ccrtain revenues 10 cugstitute a
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